CHAPTER IX,
THE  OFFENSIVE ON THE TIGRIS—(continued).
The situation in the Caucasus and ia north-west Persia in January, 1917,
and its effect on the Tigris Front—The possible developments in British
policy—The situation on the Tigris after the battle at Dahra Bend—
General Maude's plan—the assault at Sannalyat on the 17—Pre-
parations for crossing the Tigris—General Maude's orders for the
operations on the 23rd February—The crossing at Shumran and the
imal assault at Sannaiyat—The Turkish retreat—The "break out"
from the Shumran Peninsula—The pursuit—Administrative arrange-
ments cause a halt at Aziziyeh—Comments on the operations between
the 12th December, 1916, and the 28th February, 1917.
While General Maude had been wearing down the enemy on
The Tigris, events elsewhere had been showing signs of mov-
ing. In the Caucasus, the Russians were planning an offensive
against the Turkish Second Army, as well as an advance
southwards towards Mosul, Samarra and Baghdad,* In
north-west Persia, General Baratov, whose force had been con-
siderably increased, was contemplating an advance through
Ehanikin against the rear of the Turkish XVIII Corps on the
Tigris. It seemed, therefore, that when the winter should
begin to wane, and movement in the mountains should become
possible, the Turks in Mesopotamia would find themselves
subjected to a heavy concerted attack from three directions—•
an attack which would so weaken their power of resistance on
the Tigris that G-eneral Maude would be able to carry out a
big advance. With this possible development uppermost in
his mind, the Chief of the Imperial General Staff had asked
General Maude, on the 3rd February, what force he thought he
would be able to maintain in Baghdad in April, and General
Maude had replied, one division of cavalry and three divisions
of infantry—or even four if local supplies were available. It
was clearly understood, however, that at the moment there
was no change in the policy of the Government, or in the
r61e of Force D,
A little later, information was received to the effect
that the Turks were preparing to restore the situation
in Mesopotamia by detaching troops from the Caucasus
and north-west Persia and sending them to the Tigris,
* Vide Map No. 1,

